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Board Conference Call Minutes
Wednesday, July 11, 2012

Roll Call-Diane B.

Diane called the roll.  The following Board members were present: Benedict, Connie, Diane B., Diane H., Ellen, Linda Simmons, Linda St.Clair, Louise, Lynne, Mary Lou and Renee.

Welcome & Agenda Review-Ellen

Ellen welcomed Board members to the meeting and reviewed the agenda.

Guests- 
USDA Update: Tina Namian
Tina was unavailable for the conference call but sent updates via e-mail to Ellen.  Tina encouraged everyone to participate in FNS’ State Agency Webinar next week on the CACFP At-Risk program.  The focus for this session is intended to provide ideas on conducting outreach and to hear from States about any challenges or barriers they are facing.  FNS is hoping that plans are underway for offering the At-Risk program in conjunction with the beginning of the new school year.  Tina asked Board members to send any comments about issues they are facing in their states to her.
FNS will be releasing a CACFP and SFSP memo soon regarding working with tribes to implement the programs.  In addition FNS has three regulations in the clearance process but there are no projected publication dates for them.  One of three is the proposed regulation on changes to the CACFP meal patterns.

FRAC Update: Geri Henchy
On the policy front Geri reported that during a meeting with the Secretary she asked about completion of the competitive foods in schools regulations.  The Secretary does not believe they will be out until after the elections in November.  
Meanwhile Congress is working on Appropriations and continues to amend language affecting the nutrition programs.  The House is marking-up their discussion draft on the Farm Bill (the Federal Agricultural Reform and Risk Management Act), which will reauthorize SNAP (Food Stamps) and commodity programs.  There are a number of changes to SNAP in the draft regarding requirements for participating retailers, expansion of nutrition education to include physical activities and continuing community food projects.  There are also several controversial items that affect commodities to include dropping the “fresh” provision from the school Fresh Fruits and Vegetable Program and authorizing a pilot in five states to allow cashing-out of DOD commodity entitlements for the purchase of fresh fruits and vegetables by schools.  There are similar provisions in the Senate Bill.
Linda St. Clair mentioned to Geri that the proposed meal pattern regulations were originally scheduled to be out in May.  Geri noted that it is possible elections could affect the timeline.  Lynne asked Geri if she could anticipate what regulations would be out before the TSA Conference and the CCFP Round Table so state agency representatives could make plans to attend and participate in any discussion with sponsors that FNS might be conducting.  Geri said it is not likely that regulations would be out given the 90-day OMB clearance process and that FNS cannot discuss the rule before it is published.  The Board also discussed issues regarding competitive foods with Geri. 
Review and Approval of Minutes-Diane B.
Diane provided a final draft of the minutes from the meeting on May 9, 2012.  Linda St. Clair moved they be approved as final; Louise seconded her motion and the Board voted their approval.  The Board also acknowledged that minutes from the Business Meeting conducted during the national conference in April 2012 were approved by the membership and were posted on the website.  There was not a scheduled meeting in June 2012.
Review and Approval of Treasurer’s Report-Connie
Connie reported a beginning balance of $43,731.18.  Revenue for this reporting period included $1450.00 from the conference; expenses totaled $1,410.00 and included conference charges, web expenses and ongoing monthly fees. The closing balance was $43,866.18.
Committee Reports

Membership-Connie

Membership totals 364 to include 321 institutional memberships and 43 individual memberships.  Connie is expecting additional membership fees from California and Puerto Rico.

Connie will send the Board an updated membership list with a break-out by state.  She is also discussing putting payment information on the webpage with the webmaster.  In discussion Connie recommended that we consider increasing the conference fee for the 2014 conference and offering an early bird reduced rate.  The Board agreed to discuss this as part of future planning.
Old Business

FNS Research and Evaluation (R&E) Request Re: parents providing formula-Lynne

To bring closure to the request from FNS Ellen agreed to send an e-mail to R&E sharing our conclusion that the data needed for their research is not currently being collected by state agencies.  She will also 

include an inquiry regarding why the particular information is needed.  In way of follow-up the Board discussed issues regarding providers offering formula. 
CACFP Meal Pattern enforced in licensed facilities-Lynne

Lynne reported that Sandra Rhoades (NY) is working to incorporate CACFP meal patterns in the New York licensing standards.  Colorado is also in the process of doing the same.  Lynne discussed the approach Colorado is taking and feels optimistic about its success.  Sandra wants to survey state agencies regarding attempts they may be making to incorporate CACFP meal patterns into their licensing standards.  The objective would be to use the information as a basis for taking up the initiative with FNS.  The Board discussed potential survey questions to solicit ideas regarding implementation, enforcement and the role each agency is playing in the monitoring process.  It was agreed that questions should be high-level but open ended enough to get some level of detail.  Lynne agreed to draft questions for the survey and send them to the Board for review.
The Board also discussed the logistics related to conducting the survey via Survey Monkey.  Because of the service level the Association has paid for, there should be no limit on the number of questions we might want to include.  A link can be provided on the webpage for members to access the survey and complete it.  Survey Monkey will calculate responses and provide a full report.

A discussion followed regarding individual initiatives that are already underway.  Linda Simmons reported that in Texas the licensing agency is separate from CACFP but that licensing has enhanced their meal patterns as a result of the regularly scheduled meetings the two agencies have with one another.  She also reported that enforcement is reciprocal in that violations are reported by both agencies and the responsible agency takes action.  The Board agreed that as an Association we want to support the effort and to encourage all states to work with their licensing authority to adopt CACFP meal patterns.
New Business
2013 Elections-Diane H.

Diane provided a status report.  Currently there are no candidates for President-elect; however, both Diane and Ellen are following up with several potential candidates.  There is one candidate for Treasurer confirmed and another that needs to be finalized.  Ellen will make that contact.  The Board discussed the potential candidates for Representatives from the Mountain Plains, Midwest, Mid-Atlantic and Northeast Regions and finalized the list for Board members to contact and confirm.  The Board will complete the slate by July 31, 2012.

TSA (09/2012) and Roundtable Conference (20/2012) Representation-Ellen

Ellen surveyed the Board to see which members might already be planning to attend.  Lynne will attend the Roundtable in San Diego.  Although none of the Board members has approval to attend TSA at this time, Ellen will contact Texas members who may be able to represent the Association at the TSA Conference in Austin.

Message of the Month for July-Mary Lou

The Board discussed the following topics for inclusion:  an alert that ballots will be coming out soon; a notice that the membership list is on the webpage; a request for members to update their membership lists for Connie and a report from Tina.

Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for August 8, 2012 @ 1:30 pm EST
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